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Editorial Notbs. 26S 

6. " For the Lord knoweth the way of the righteous ; but the way of the un- 
godly shall perish." "iTjiowet/i" is a participle, and the idea is that of a continual, 
unbroken, uninterrupted knowledge. "Shall perish" may express the thought of 
the Imperfect here, but it would seem better to regard it as a frequentative, " im- 
plying what may be expected to occur, wherever there is a " way of the wicked.''^ 
Our psalm, paraphrased in accordance with this view of the tenses, is as follows :* 

1. Blessed is the man— 

Who has never walked in the counsel of the ungodly. 
And has never stood in the way of sinners, 
And has never sat in the seat of the scornful. 

2. But his delight is in the law of the Lord ; 

And in his law he is accustomed to meditate day and night, 

3. And so he is like a tree planted by the rivers of water. 
Which is always ready to bring forth its fruit, in its season. 
And whose leaf never withers; 

And whatsoever he strives to do, he is in the habit of making successful. 
i. The ungodly are not thus. 

But they are like the chaff which the wind drives (always drives) away. 

5. Consequently the ungodly cannot continue to stand in judgment. 
Nor sinners in the congregation of the righteous. 

6. For the Lord knows the way of the righteous. 

But the way of the ungodly always perishes. R. 



»EDIT0^I^IiM?05?ES.-<- 



Corrections. — In Dr. Lyon's letter of this number read " explanation " instead 
of " exploration," page 249, line 10; "kakku" instead of "kappu," page 251, 
line 31. 



To Subscribers. — That The Old Testament Student is of genuine value to 
men who desire to know more of the Old Testament, and of what is being said 
and written about it in our day ; that Christian ministers, and students of the 
Bible can obtain great profit from a perusal of the articles and discussions which 
it publishes ; that it has succeeded, at least in a measure, in awakening additional 
interest in lines of study, which certainly deserve the attention of the ministry ; 
that it is becoming more and more valuable, with every number, and is .grad- 
ually attaining a deeper and more wide-spread influence ; that it is the only 
American journal which has as its distinct object the encouragement and advance- 
ment of Old Testament Study ; that this object is one which deserves general 
sympathy and support ; that, while open to the expression of honest views on all 
questions which come within its scope, the journal is nevertheless conservative. 
and therefore entitled to the confidence of its supporters ; that its efficiency and 
value may be greatly enhanced by an increase in its circulation, — on these points, 
we are assured, our subscribers will agree with us. Many of you have said this, 
and much more. Your continued support implies it. Will you not then render 
that aid, which it is possible for you to render, which, in a true sense, you are un- 
der obligation to render, and which, indeed, it is necessary for you to render, if the 



* Questions of interpretation, except so far as the tense is concerned, are not noticed. 
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journal is to become what you and those who have its interests at heart desire ? 
Will you not, individually, aid in increasing its circulation ? Will not each one 
of you make a bona fide effort to add one, two, or more names to its subscription- 
list ? That this can be done by you with only a slight effort is certain. Can you 
doubt the good result of such an endeavor on your part ? Have you not sufficient 
interest in the work of which the Student is the medium, to exert your influence 
at least to this extent ? It is a mistake for you to suppose that your aid is not 
needed. Unless such help is afforded, and by you, the journal cannot continue to 
meet the growing expectations of its friends and patrons. 

Shall this appeal for your individual aid and encouragement be of no avail V 
Will you, after reading this request, dismiss it entirely from your mind ? Or, will 
you kindly interest yourself in this matter, regarding it as one which has a just 
claim upon you, and secure, before the next number is issued, the names of some 
who need only a word from you to induce them to subscribe ? Many of you have 
said in personal letters to the editor: " The Student is doing a valuable work. 
I wish it every success." Did you really mean this ? Will you not indicate your 
interest in this work, your confidence in it, your appreciation of it, by rendering, 
at this time, the help which you owe, and which we need ? 



The Relation to the Pentateuch of Ezra and Ezekiel.— In this number our readers 
are given an article by Dr. Eufus P. Stebbins, known widely and deservedly as the 
author of " JL Study of the Pentateuch." This article, published last October, in Tlie 
Unitarian Beview, is republished in the Student, because it is regarded as a paper 
of high merit, and because it is not supposed that any considerable proportion of 
our readers have had an opportunity of reading it. But these are not the only 
reasons for the publication. In our next number. Dr. Stebbins will discuss the 
question, " Did the Prophet Ezekiel vrrite, or edit, or remodel any part of the Penta- 
teuch?'' The contents of the second article render necessary a reading of this 
article. Shall we then not give careful study, with Bible in hand, to the discus- 
sion here presented, remembering that the question asked at this time concerning 
Ezra will be asked again concerning Ezekiel ; that this question is a vital one, 
affecting, indeed, the very foundation on which rests the views of those critics 
who would assign the Pentateuch to late writers; that the question is discussed by 
one, who has given to such study his entire life, and who, after an exhaustive in- 
vestigation of all the points at issue, declares so unhesitatingly in favor of the old 
views,— a declaration the more to be valued when we consider the general atti- 
tude of his denomination to these very questions. 



The Comparative Study of Religions. — Interest in the religious ideas and organ- 
izations of primitive and non- Christian races and nations is beginning to be felt 
as it has never been felt before by Christian scholars. Not much over a century 
ago, Samuel Johnson declared " There are two objects of curiosity, the Christian 
world and the Mohammedan world ; all the rest may be considered as barbarous." 

To-day we are not satisfied with Johnson's narrow judgment : all the religious" 
systems of the world are undergoing investigation ; the libraries and sacred books 
of the east written in the clay or carved upon the rocks are being deciphered for 
the edification of western minds ; and the view of our time may be appropriately 
summed up in the somewhat extravagant assertion of Tylor, " He who only knows 
one religion can no more understand that religion than he who only knows one 



